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A D C - W I  T I M E S  

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Com-
mittee (ADC) proudly thanks outgoing Presi-
dent, Mary Rose Oakar, for her years of dedi-
cation and commitment to the work and 
mission of ADC. ADC wishes her continued 
success in her future work.  
 

Effective March 1, 2010, Sara Najjar-Wilson 
assumed her duties as the successor to the 
Hon. Mary Rose Oakar. Outgoing President,  
Oakar said: “It has been a great privilege 
and experience to work as President of the 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Commit-
tee for the last 6 ½ years. Working for the 
protection of the Civil and human rights of 
people of Arab Heritage and others is a no-
ble profession. I wish to thank the extraordi-
nary and dedicated staff, National Board 

Members, Chapters, and Supporters of ADC. 
Special thanks to ADC Chair, Dr. Safa Rifka, 
Assad Jebara, Vice Chair, for their out-
standing support. My sincere best wishes to 
Sara Najjar-Wilson, Esq., who has an out-
standing background for the job as Presi-
dent.”  
 

“However, more work needs to be done. 
While ADC has paved the way for the protec-
tion of civil and human rights, and has ac-
cess to the Government and numerous Insti-
tutions, it needs more support from people 
of Arab roots. ADC cannot exist without the 
support and dedication of its members. 
Please make the sacrifice and support this 
wonderful organization celebrating its 30th 

(Continued on page 3) 
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W elcome to our spring edition of the ADC-WI newsletter.  If you read our last newslet-
ter you know that we have held our Annual Membership meeting on January 31, 

2010.  There were about 30 members in attendance and we all enjoyed a delightful, 
homemade assortment of Arabic food prepared by board members and went on to review 
the chapter’s activities in 2009 and discuss our 2010 plans. 
 

Your ADC chapter is still going strong and we hope to get stronger with the addition of a 
young and promising board member in Tarik El-Azzouzi.  With his Moroccan heritage, engi-
neering background, and artistic talents, Tarik brings to bear a perspective and a set of 
skills that will enhance our work greatly.  We are very excited about Tarik and we look for-
ward to working with him. 
 

So, what are the ADC-WI plans for 2010? 
 

1)    We are interested in renewing focus on our mission, which is fighting discrimination, in 
general, and discrimination against people of Arab heritage, in particular.  We want mem-
bers of our community to know where to go and who to call when they suffer discrimina-
tion at work, school, or anywhere else. 
 

2)    We plan to continue our unique effort in building coalitions with other peace and jus-
tice organizations throughout the state of Wisconsin.  We are a state, not a city, chapter, 
after all. 
 

3)    We hope to organize a couple of events where we invite speakers on issues of interest 
to our community.  And maybe we will organize a fun evening for our members.  Stay 
tuned! 
 

We look forward to another productive year in 2010.  We want you to know we work on 
your behalf.  Please let us know how we can better meet your needs.  Your support is al-
ways appreciated. 
 

“Ila al-leqa’” (until we meet). 
 

Ammar Askari, Ph.D., ADC-WI Chapter President 

Sara Najjar-Wilson is new ADC President  
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sive painting sessions, cultural immersions, design, working 
on wicked problems, modern art, tribal art, well-crafted 
speeches, investing, witnessing musical ingenuity, politics, 
political satire, comedy, outdoors activities (kayaking, hik-
ing), and community service. 
 

Tarik is always looking to meet new people and hear from 
the community, please contact him at tarikelazzouzi@yahoo.
com.  

Tarik El Azzouzi 

In January, Tarik El Azzouzi was elected to the Board of ADC-
WI.  This story will tell you about his background. 
 

A native product of Morocco and Lebanon, Tarik came to the 
United States to earn a Bachelors and a Masters from the Uni-
versity of Arizona.  Tarik recently moved to Milwaukee to join 
Bucyrus International as a Global Lifecycle Manager.  Prior to 
that, Tarik spent most of his professional life in Research 
&Development and consulting for Fortune 500 companies, 
training over 1000 professionals, designing an award winning 
program, co-authoring books and writing articles, in addition 
to playing a key role in developing some of the best software 
packages in reliability engineering. 
 

Tarik has diverse interests in the arts:  combining painting, 
music, dance, design, and public speaking.  He studied classi-
cal music at the National Music Conservatory in Morocco, put 
on solo and group painting exhibits in Tucson, and created the 
fusion band Zalook.  As a member of Toastmasters Interna-
tional, Tarik reached city level (best in 100) in the largest in-
ternational public speaking competition.  Tarik co-founded Al-
Haneen (a folkloric Dabke dance troupe) that has had over 70 
members and has put on over 50 performances.  Al-Haneen 
was featured in the Tucson Meet Yourself Festival, Up With 
People, the Arab World Fest in Milwaukee, and the Al-Awda 
convention in Los Angeles.  The troupe has been instrumental 
in celebrating and showcasing Arabic culture to audiences in 
Arizona and beyond.  Tarik co-created Azuzi Design, a design 
company based on Moroccan couture.  The garments help 
provide income to girls in Tarik’s ancestral village and are 
sold in a fair trade boutique in AZ. 
 

On the activism and community service front, Tarik helped or-
ganize the annual Tucson Muslim-Jewish Peace Walk, for 
which he created the “Band of Cousins”.  Tarik was active in 
Middle East Justice Now in Tucson and a key player in organiz-
ing a fundraising event for the Middle East Children Alliance.  
Tarik also performed at the Tucson Peace Festival and other 
socially conscious events.  
 

Among his activities in Milwaukee, Tarik participates in FUEL 
Milwaukee, an organization dedicated to positioning the re-
gion as a destination for world-class talent.  Tarik serves on 
the Creative Council Committee focused on Entrepreneurship 
and Economical Development.  Tarik is part of the team orga-
nizing Arab World Fest, and is a class leader for Junior 
Achievement. 
 

As a board member of ADC-WI, Tarik’s main goal is to focus on 
ways the ADC-WI can enhance the standing of Arabs within 
the broader community.  Prejudice and discrimination can be 
fought through the use of art, culture, and awareness-building 
just as it can be fought in courts and by lobbying.  Through 
sharing Arabic culture and building bridges between communi-
ties, Tarik plans to leverage soft power to gain friends of the 
Arab community one person at a time and prevent prejudice 
at its root. 
 

Tarik enjoys traveling, jamming with musicians, having inten-

Meet our newest Board Member:  Tarik  El Azzouzi 

AAAADC’s 30th Anniversary National Convention DC’s 30th Anniversary National Convention DC’s 30th Anniversary National Convention DC’s 30th Anniversary National Convention ----    
June 4June 4June 4June 4----6, 20106, 20106, 20106, 2010    

     
The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) 
is proud to announce its Thirty Year Annual National Con-
vention which will be held June 4June 4June 4June 4----6666, 2010, at the Wash-
ington Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, 2660 Woodley 
Road, Washington, DC 20008. 
  
For the past 30 years, the Arab-American community has 
gathered in June in our Nation's Capital to ensure that 
Arab-Americans and their concerns, as diverse as those 
may be, are seen and heard in Washington, DC; and that 
Arab culture continues its positive contributions in the 
colorful mosaic of a Nation we call our home.  Go to 
www.adc.org to join in on the celebrations of our 30th 
Anniversary National Convention. 
 
Our Convention's theme this year is: “Thirty Years of A“Thirty Years of A“Thirty Years of A“Thirty Years of Ad-d-d-d-
vvvvoooocacy and Achievement: Strengthening the American cacy and Achievement: Strengthening the American cacy and Achievement: Strengthening the American cacy and Achievement: Strengthening the American 
Voice for Equality and Justice.”Voice for Equality and Justice.”Voice for Equality and Justice.”Voice for Equality and Justice.”    
 
At this year’s Convention we will have panels addressing 
domestic and foreign policy issues, lunches, a gala din-
ner, receptions, films, and haflehs.  Due to the tough eco-
nomic environment, we have priced our Convention at a 
low early bird price of $239low early bird price of $239low early bird price of $239low early bird price of $239, which includes all 
meals.  The early bird price expires April 22April 22April 22April 22, so register 
for the Convention today at www.adc.org! 



Anniversary. ADC is needed now more than ever”!  To join or 
renew your membership, go to www.adc.org. 
 

Sara stated: “It is humbling and an honor to be named the 
President of the leading Arab-American grassroots organiza-
tion dedicated to advocating and protecting the civil and hu-
man rights of all people in our great Country; and to promoting 
peaceful resolutions to world conflicts, including a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East. It is an awesome responsibil-
ity – but, I look forward to working with the National Board, 
dedicated Staff, the Chapters, Members, Coalition Partners, 
and Supporters to meet the many challenges that lie ahead; 
and I am confident that working together we will meet and 
overcome those challenges. We believe that ADC’s 30th Anni-
versary this year will be a celebration of not only our past 
achievements but also a celebration of a bright future for our 
continuing Commitment to Service and to the American bea-
con of hope, justice, equality, and freedom.”  
 

The Chair of the Board of Directors, Dr. Safa Rifka, said, “ADC 
is incredibly lucky to have Ms. Najjar-Wilson as the incoming 
President. She has been involved with ADC for decades, knows 

the key issues, and will help lead ADC into the future.”  
 

Dr. Rifka also praised Mary Rose Oakar: “And of course, we 
would not have had many of the recent successes without 
the great leadership of Mary Rose Oakar; her dedication has 
been unrelenting. Mary Rose was a key figure in the pur-
chase of the current ADC headquarters in Washington DC. 
We extend to her our warmest regards for success in her 
continuing public and community service.”  
 

ADC Incoming President, Sara Najjar-Wilson, is an experi-
enced attorney with more than 30 years of service in the 
Federal government, having served as a Trial Attorney with 
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Division, and as a Sen-
ior Attorney in the National Aeronautics and Space Admini-
stration (NASA) Office of the General Counsel. Among other 
leadership positions, she has served as Chairperson of the 
Federal Litigation Section of the Federal Bar Association and 
as the Program Chairperson of the Washington Foreign Law 
Society. Ms. Najjar-Wilson represented NASA in several 
“high profile” activities, including the interests of the fami-
lies of the late Challenger astronauts, and the launch of the 
Cassini Spacecraft. Among many honors and awards, Sara 
received the NASA Exceptional Service Medal. 
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will build awareness among women in the community of 
their own situations and how to utilize resources available to 
them in order to advance their careers and education.  
 

Our organization’s newsletter, Natareesh, is another avenue 
where women’s voices are heard and where women can 
write about the issues that concern them the most. It is sim-
ply a newsletter by and for women. It will also be a place for 
publicizing other women’s success stories, as a way to 
spread awareness of women’s potential to always better 
their situations and pursue similar paths. 
 

Another important aim AMWRRI will pursue is to establish 
an archive that encourages Arab and Muslim communities 
to donate old photos, letters, and memoirs. We also ask 
women -- especially those from the first generation immi-
grants -- to write and tell their own stories as a separate 
documentation project, as written and told by these women. 
The information gathered will be accessible to scholars and 
researchers interested in the Arab and Muslim women’s his-
tories and experiences in the United States. We are also in-
terested in documenting refugee families’ experiences and 
identifying obstacles they are facing as a way to help them 
resettle and adjust to their new environment in American 
society.  
 

AMWRRI would like to coordinate and cooperate with other 
institutions that are interested in advancing women’s situa-
tions. As a newly established organization, AMWRRI will be 
in need of funds in order to materialize its aims. We are hop-
ing that interested institutions, individuals, and believers in 
our cause will contribute to the organization. If you are inter-
ested in contributing to or participating in any of our pro-
jects, please contact us at AMWRRI@live.com. 

We want to tell you about a unique and exciting new organiza-
tion in Milwaukee that is dedicated to Arab and Muslim 
women's experiences and histories. The Muslim Women Re-
search and Resource Institute (AMWRRI) is a newly estab-
lished organization that aims to document Muslim women’s 
experiences while promoting an understanding of issues that 
impact Arab and Muslim women in the U.S. and abroad. The 
organization is also dedicated to increasing social and educa-
tional advancement for all generations of Arab and Muslim 
women, especially in the Greater Milwaukee region. AMWRRI 
will document Arab and Muslim women’s social history 
through oral interviews and surveys, focusing on the experi-
ences of various generations of Arab and Muslim women. The 
documentation of women’s social history enables us to obtain 
information on economic and professional status as well as 
their position within their families.  
 

The idea of establishing AMWRRI came as a result of early 
attempts to document the Arab and Muslim communities’ ex-
periences in Greater Milwaukee in 1990s. We became aware 
that these communities’ experiences are not written and, in 
the few small publications that existed at the time, women 
were usually underrepresented and marginalized, if mentioned 
at all.  This situation makes it difficult to identify the issues 
that significantly affect these women’s lives.  By knowing the 
issues, we can be better empowered to facilitate solutions to 
enhance their situations. Likewise, the accomplishments of 
some of these women are not publicized, which results in lost 
opportunities for encouraging other women to follow their 
steps. By documenting the Arab and Muslim women’s social 
histories, we help change perceptions about these women’s 
lives and situations in the larger American society. This also 

New: Arab & Muslim Women Research & Resource Institute  
          By  Enaya Othman & Alla Kadadha., ADC-WI Board Member 

Sarah Najjar-Wilson cont. from p. 1 



pursuit of a just peace between Palestinians and Israelis. We 
were impressed with your “Remarks on the Human Rights 
Agenda for the 21st Century” delivered at Georgetown Univer-
sity on December 14, 2009. You appropriately noted that a 
just peace implies adherence to universal standards as well 
as holding everyone accountable for human rights violations. 
 

Since you stated that “we need your ideas, we need your criti-
cism, we need your support…” please consider the following. 
In a speech that identified very many countries that are viola-
tors of human rights, you were silent regarding Israel. We find 
this disappointing, especially since that is coupled with the 
Obama administration’s opposition to taking up the Gold-
stone Report’s recommendations. Why is this?  
 

You stated that “we are not cowed by the overwhelming diffi-
culty of making inroads against misery in the hard places…” 
But the siege of Gaza certainly ranks among these.  Can we 
not in the name of human rights ask that the United States 
not cooperate with and provide financial aid to Israel, a state 
that is engaged in collective punishment visited upon the Pal-
estinians of Gaza? 
 

We applaud your declaration that “every week is Human 
Rights Week” at the State Department. We urge that you 
hold Israel accountable for ongoing, illegal settlement expan-
sion and trampling on Palestinian human rights in the occu-
pied territories and Gaza. May we hear from you? 
 

Sincerely, 
Wisconsin Middle East Lobby Committee 
 
Member Organizations (which was listed in each letter): 
1. American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee–WI Chapter 
2. American Muslims for Palestine - Milwaukee Chapter 
3. Antigo People for Peace 
4. Candlelight Coalition 
5. Catholics for Peace and Justice 
6. Center for Peacemaking - Marquette University 
7. Islamic Society of Milwaukee 
8. Madison Area Peace Coalition 
9. Madison Rafah Sister City Project 
10. Middle East Action Team of Christ Presbyterian Church-
Madison 
11. Milwaukee Muslim Women's Coalition 
12. National Peace Foundation (NPF) 
13. Peace Action Wisconsin 
14. Peace Seekers of Washington County 
15. Peregrine Forum of Wisconsin 
16. Politics Focus Group of Racine Dominicans 
17. Racine Coalition for Peace and Justice 
18. Racine/Kenosha Central America Solidarity Coalition 
19. Veterans for Peace, Madison, Clarence Kailin Chapter 25 
20. Milwaukee Veterans for Peace, Chapter 102 
21. Womens’ International League for Peace and Justice - 
Madison 
22. Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice 
 

Please respond to: Joyce F. Guinn 

A recently formed “Wisconsin Middle East Lobby Group” in-
cludes on its organizing committee the ADC-WI president and 
vice-president, Ammar Askari and Robert Ashmore.  The 
group has already attracted 22 member organizations in Wis-
consin to join us.   
 

Each month the group undertakes a lobbying action on Mid-
dle East issues.  A recent action was occasioned by President 
Obama’s Nobel Peace Prize speech, delivered on December 
10, 2009, as well as by Sec. of State Hillary Clinton’s 
“Remarks on the Human Rights Agenda for the 21st Century,” 
delivered at Georgetown University on December 14, 2009.  
Both speeches called for justice as the bedrock of an endur-
ing peace and cited many nations for violation of human 
rights.  Nevertheless, both Obama and Clinton pointedly omit-
ted any reference to Israel’s ongoing and systematic human 
rights violations, especially the siege of Gaza. 
 

Our lobby group then submitted letters to Obama and Clinton 
in which we lamented this omission.  See the body of each 
letter below. 
 

Dear President Obama, 
 

We are a group in education, religion, business and social 
justice work who live in Wisconsin. We have come together in 
pursuit of a just peace between Palestinians and Israelis. We 
represent thousands of Wisconsinites with the same posi-
tion. 
 

Your Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech in December im-
pressed us with its repeated reminders that peace must be 
just to be enduring, and that justice requires respect for hu-
man rights, including economic security and opportunity for 
every human. 
 

For these reasons we are disappointed that in your accep-
tance speech which named many violators of human rights, 
(as did Secretary Clinton’s speech at Georgetown U. in De-
cember), neither you nor she made any reference to Israel’s 
ongoing and systematic human rights violations, especially 
the siege of Gaza. We applaud the appointment of Mr. 
Mitchell as your special envoy, and we applaud your call for a 
complete settlement freeze in the occupied territories. But, 
on the other hand, your administration confuses us with its 
simultaneous opposition to the Goldstone Report’s recom-
mendations. And we are not aware of any effort to reduce U.
S. financial aid to Israel as it continues illegal settlement ex-
pansion and trampling on human rights of Palestinians. 
 

You speak of the importance of listening to Americans out-
side the Beltway. We hope you are hearing us as well. We 
celebrated your election and the changes that it promised.  
Please press harder to change the horrendous plight of Pal-
estinians. May we hear from you? 
Sincerely, 
Wisconsin Middle East Lobby Committee 
 

Dear Secretary Clinton, 
We are a group in education, religion, business and social 
justice work who live in Wisconsin. We have come together in 
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Lobbying Clinton and Obama on Gaza by Dr. Robert Ashmore, ADC-WI Vice President 
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ADC Capital T-shirts for Sale 

Dura InsurancDura InsurancDura InsurancDura Insuranceeee    
New ServicesNew ServicesNew ServicesNew Services    

 

 
 

Rami Abu Najm 
Principal 

 

          Phone (414) 282-2021                                                              4346 S. 27th St. 
          Fax     (414) 282-9240                                                         Milwaukee,WI  53221  
          Durainsurance@gmail.com                                              

Dura ServiceDura ServiceDura ServiceDura Servicessss    
Jamal M. Amro 

Director 
 

Phone (414) 282-2020                                               New Location To Serve you Better 
Fax     (414) 282-9240                                                                             4346 S. 27th St. 
Duraservices@yahoo.com                                                        Milwaukee, WI  53221 
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AHODIBAHDUBA

MUOTRAHKITUO

BIJDSUCSAMAD

We have had a lot of interest in our Capital T-shirts.  This 
shirt lists 18 of the Arab state capitals with Damascus at 
the beginning and Al Quds at the center.   
 
The shirts are currently available in these sizes: 
Medium, Large and Extra Large for the price of $20.00.  
 
To buy a t-shirt, please send your size request and a 
check for $20.00 with your  mailing address to ADC-
Wisconsin, P.O. Box 270484, Milwaukee, WI 53227.  If 
you have any questions, call Shelley at (414) 545-0127. 

 

Happy Birthday to  

David Sahar! 
- Your Best Friend. 
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Dissolve yeast in 2 T. water and a dash of sugar.  When it 
rises, add to smeed mixture.  Dissolve Mahlab and Miska in 
cold water.  Add to smeed mixture.  Combine and warm wa-
ter and milk.  Pour gradually while mixing all ingredients.  Do 
not knead, just stir to have a moist crust rather than a dough.   
 

Mix dates, nutmeg, cinnamon and butter ina pan and warm 
to soften dates.  Knead well.  Roll dates into cylinders 1/3 
inch thick.   
 

Cut a piece of dough the size of a walnut.  Flatten and spread 
to a 4”x1” rectangle.  Fill with a date cylinder and roll, sealing 
sides together to form a ring.  Pinch the rings with a cookie 
tweezers to decorate & to make powdered sugar stick.   
 

Place on baking sheets and bake at 400 degrees in a pre-
heated oven for 15 minutes, or until light gold.  Place baking 
sheet on top rack.   
 

When cool, sprinkle with powdered sugar.  When completely 
cool, freeze or store in tightly covered jars.  The cookies will 
keep for a few months.  Makes 50 pieces. 

Saha wa Hana!   
(Eat with Health + Happiness) 

    
KA’AKKA’AKKA’AKKA’AK----BIBIBIBI----AJWA  AJWA  AJWA  AJWA  ————            (Date Ring Cookies)  

 

6 c.  Smeed (Farina) 
2 c.  Rendered butter 
1 C.  Flour  
1/2 c. Oil  
3 T.  Sugar 
1/4 t.  Mahlab (ground black cherry kernels) 
1/4 t.  Miska (ground Arab gum) 
1/2 t.  Salt 
1/2 package yeast 
3/4 c.  Water 
3/4 c.  Milk 
 

Stuffing:  3 # packaged dates 
1/2 t. cinnamon 
1/2 t. nutmeg 
1 T. rendered butter 
 

Mix smeed, flour, salt, sugar and butter in a large pan.  Cover 
and leave for 10 hours or overnight. 

CA L E N DA R  O F  EV E N T S   

Get InformedGet InformedGet InformedGet Informed 

◘  Tue, Jun 22, 8 p.m. “Enana Dance Theater” Tue, Jun 22, 8 p.m. “Enana Dance Theater” Tue, Jun 22, 8 p.m. “Enana Dance Theater” Tue, Jun 22, 8 p.m. “Enana Dance Theater” performs at 
the Arab American National Museum Annual Gala at the 
Max Fisher Music Hall.    13624 Michigan Ave., Dearborn, MI  
Tickets available at www.arabamericanmuseum.org.  

◘  Jun 4Jun 4Jun 4Jun 4----6, ADC 30th Annual Convention6, ADC 30th Annual Convention6, ADC 30th Annual Convention6, ADC 30th Annual Convention.... Washington, D.C 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, 2660 Woodley Rd NW.  For 
tickets, call 202-244-2990 or go to www.adc.org. 

◘  Jun Jun Jun Jun 20202020----25, Heartland Seminar on Arabic Music.  25, Heartland Seminar on Arabic Music.  25, Heartland Seminar on Arabic Music.  25, Heartland Seminar on Arabic Music.  
Dekoven Center, Racine.  Study classical Arabic music with 
masters from Arabesque Music Ensemble, a renowned 
touring ensemble.  Includes lectures on Arabic music 
history and theory, as well as, private instrumental and 
voice lessons and ensemble work.  Traditional community 
recital on June 24.  Call Cindy Serikaku at 847-830-8277 
or visit www.heartlandseminar.com. 

◘  UWM  M.E./N.Africa Speaker SeriesUWM  M.E./N.Africa Speaker SeriesUWM  M.E./N.Africa Speaker SeriesUWM  M.E./N.Africa Speaker Series    American Geographi-
cal Society Library, 3rd floor at 2311 E. Hartford Ave.     
WED, APRIL 8,  3 p.m.  WED, APRIL 8,  3 p.m.  WED, APRIL 8,  3 p.m.  WED, APRIL 8,  3 p.m.  “Comparing the Incomparable: 
Thinking about Gender, Language + Silence in the Middle 
East” by Mary Layoun of UW Madison Comparative Litera-
ture Dept.                                                                                
THU, APRIL 16, 3 p.m.THU, APRIL 16, 3 p.m.THU, APRIL 16, 3 p.m.THU, APRIL 16, 3 p.m.  “Astrological Images & Talismanic 
Symbioses in Early Modern Islamic Courts” by Persis Ber-
lekamp of U. of Chicago Dept. of Art History.                                 
WED, MAY 5, 3 p.m. WED, MAY 5, 3 p.m. WED, MAY 5, 3 p.m. WED, MAY 5, 3 p.m. “Education & the Empowerment of 
Women in the Modern Middle East” by Guity Nashat of U. of 
IL at Chicago Dept. of History. 

◘  Thu, April 15. (M)other: Thu, April 15. (M)other: Thu, April 15. (M)other: Thu, April 15. (M)other: Panel & Play.  5:30-Panel explores 
motherhood & peacemaking. 7 p.m. play has a “Baby Swap” 
program that reveals world interconnectedness.  Marq.
Weasler Auditorium, 1506 W. Wis. Ave. (414) 288-8444. 



Thank You To . . .  The businesses and individuals who have supported us by advertising in our newsletters.  The businesses and individuals who have supported us by advertising in our newsletters.  The businesses and individuals who have supported us by advertising in our newsletters.  The businesses and individuals who have supported us by advertising in our newsletters.  
The work we do wouldThe work we do wouldThe work we do wouldThe work we do would not be possible without the help of our sponsors and friends. not be possible without the help of our sponsors and friends. not be possible without the help of our sponsors and friends. not be possible without the help of our sponsors and friends.    
 

♦ To place a business or personal ad in our next newsletter call David or Elen Sahar at 414-321-8476. 
 

♦ The ADC-WI Times is published quarterly. To be added to our mailing list or inform us of your change of address, please 
provide us with your current mailing address.  We do not provide our mailing list to any other group, individual or com-
pany.  Contact us at adcwisconsin@gmail.com or by mail at ADC-Wisconsin, P.O. Box 270484, Milwaukee, WI 53227. 

 

♦ We welcome input from our readers. Let us know what you like and don’t like about this publication. We’re looking for 
stories about your lives, transition announcements (birth, marriage, death, etc.), awards, poetry, press releases or any-
thing else related to your lives. Submissions can be made to joenshelley@ymail.com or by mail to Shelley Makhlouf, 
4495 S. Foxwood Blvd., Greenfield, WI 53228.         

              When I first moved to Milwaukee in 1981, finding sup-
plies for preparing Arab food was a significant challenge.  
Back then I had to travel to Chicago, or to my home state of 
Michigan, to stock up on the groceries I needed.  Happily, long 
distance travel is no longer required to find the supplies 
needed to prepare a good Arab meal.  As the population of Ar-
abs living in the Milwaukee area has increased significantly, so 
has the number of businesses that cater to the specific needs 
of our community.  
                                                  In just the past ten years several Arab-owned-and-
operated grocery stores have opened in Milwaukee, clustered 
on the south side of town.  These stores all display a wide vari-
ety of domestic and imported Arab food products.  They also 
offer fresh halal meat, assorted Arab dairy products, fresh 
breads, baked goods, some produce, and fresh-ground Arab 
coffee. Spices, grains, and tea can be purchased pre-packaged 
or in bulk. You will also find an assortment of hard-to-find 
kitchenware such as ma’amool and falafel molds, vegetable 
corers and Arab coffee pots. These stores are listed alphabeti-
cally below, along with features that set them apart from each 
other.  
 

Amanah Fresh Market, 1301 W. Edgerton Ave., (414) 282Amanah Fresh Market, 1301 W. Edgerton Ave., (414) 282Amanah Fresh Market, 1301 W. Edgerton Ave., (414) 282Amanah Fresh Market, 1301 W. Edgerton Ave., (414) 282----
8826.  10am8826.  10am8826.  10am8826.  10am----10pm Mon10pm Mon10pm Mon10pm Mon----Sat, 10amSat, 10amSat, 10amSat, 10am----9pm Sun., closed 12:309pm Sun., closed 12:309pm Sun., closed 12:309pm Sun., closed 12:30----
1:30 on Fridays.  1:30 on Fridays.  1:30 on Fridays.  1:30 on Fridays.  The newest Arab grocery in town is located 
just a half mile south of the Islamic Society of Milwaukee. In 
addition to their fresh halal meats, they have a large selection 
of halal cold cuts and sausages and a variety of imported Arab 
cheeses.  Sweets baked by a local Arab baker are on display 
many days and they offer a nice array of fresh produce and 
Arab breads and sweets, which are brought up frequently from 
the Chicago area.  
 

AttarAttarAttarAttari Supermarket, 3042 S. 13th St., (414) 645i Supermarket, 3042 S. 13th St., (414) 645i Supermarket, 3042 S. 13th St., (414) 645i Supermarket, 3042 S. 13th St., (414) 645----5880.  5880.  5880.  5880.  
10am10am10am10am----10pm Mon10pm Mon10pm Mon10pm Mon----Sat, 10amSat, 10amSat, 10amSat, 10am----9pm Sun.  9pm Sun.  9pm Sun.  9pm Sun.  If you don’t see it just 
ask.  This small store is jam-packed with goods.  Pita bread 
and savory pastries, stuffed or topped with spinach, meat, 
cheese or zaatar, are baked fresh daily.  On Fridays they pre-
pare biryani, but call ahead to ensure your order.  Halal meats 
are offered fresh and the owners do their own local slaughter-
ing.  Arab pastries are brought up from Chicago bakers or 
shipped from Dearborn, MI.  A nice selection of kitchenware is 
offered also.  
 

Holy Land Grocery & Bakery, 2755 W. Ramsey St. (414) 817Holy Land Grocery & Bakery, 2755 W. Ramsey St. (414) 817Holy Land Grocery & Bakery, 2755 W. Ramsey St. (414) 817Holy Land Grocery & Bakery, 2755 W. Ramsey St. (414) 817----
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1959.  10am1959.  10am1959.  10am1959.  10am----10pm Mon10pm Mon10pm Mon10pm Mon----Sat, 10amSat, 10amSat, 10amSat, 10am----9pm Sun, closed 129pm Sun, closed 129pm Sun, closed 129pm Sun, closed 12----
2pm on Fridays.  2pm on Fridays.  2pm on Fridays.  2pm on Fridays.  Of these three groceries, Holy Land has 
been in business the longest and it is very popular.  When 
the owners moved to this new location they expanded their 
store to include a deli where they serve delicious falafel and 
shawarma sandwiches and take-out items such as hummus 
and baba ghanouj.  Bulk olives and cheeses are also avail-
able.  Breads and baked goods are brought up frequently 
from Arab bakeries in Chicago.  Their large meat case in-
cludes halal meats from Chicago butchers and they occa-
sionally do some slaughtering locally themselves. 
 

              In addition to the stores listed above, there are sev-
eral other ethnic groceries in the Milwaukee area that stock 
supplies needed to prepare Arab meals.  They do not have 
the assortment of meats, dairy products or baked goods 
that the above stores stock, but most of the necessary sta-
ple products are available.  The best of these include: 
 

Garden of Eden, 1011 W. Mitchell St., (414) 671Garden of Eden, 1011 W. Mitchell St., (414) 671Garden of Eden, 1011 W. Mitchell St., (414) 671Garden of Eden, 1011 W. Mitchell St., (414) 671----0384. 0384. 0384. 0384.     
While this store may have been the first Arab grocery to 
open in Milwaukee, it has expanded its scope to include the 
Indo-Pakistani community.  In addition to a good assortment 
of staple products, you will find fresh and frozen halal meats 
and frozen Arab breads and produce.  
 

Indian Groceries & Spices, 10633 W. North Ave., (414) 771Indian Groceries & Spices, 10633 W. North Ave., (414) 771Indian Groceries & Spices, 10633 W. North Ave., (414) 771Indian Groceries & Spices, 10633 W. North Ave., (414) 771----
3535.  3535.  3535.  3535.      
Little India, 3779 S. 108Little India, 3779 S. 108Little India, 3779 S. 108Little India, 3779 S. 108thththth, (414) 541, (414) 541, (414) 541, (414) 541----8725872587258725    
There are a number of Indian groceries that have recently 
opened across the city. These two, located on the west side, 
are among the best.  While they offer only a limited number 
of items that are required for Arab cuisine, they have a good 
array of spices and legumes, at a much better price than at 
the local chain grocers.  Fresh produce, like okra and tiny 
eggplants are generally available also. 
 

Parthenon Foods, 9131 W. Cleveland Ave., (414) 321Parthenon Foods, 9131 W. Cleveland Ave., (414) 321Parthenon Foods, 9131 W. Cleveland Ave., (414) 321Parthenon Foods, 9131 W. Cleveland Ave., (414) 321----5522552255225522    
This Greek grocery in West Allis has a very good selection of 
canned and packaged products for the Arab cook and a nice 
variety of bulk olives in their deli case.  
Shiraz Persian Market, 2864 N.Shiraz Persian Market, 2864 N.Shiraz Persian Market, 2864 N.Shiraz Persian Market, 2864 N. Oakland, (414) 961 Oakland, (414) 961 Oakland, (414) 961 Oakland, (414) 961----1185118511851185    
This small store, located on the east side of town near UWM, 
has a surprisingly large variety of middle-eastern groceries 
on display. Arab breads and dairy products are available, 

Yes, We Have Some Tahini!   A guide to locating those hard-to-find ingredients                                  
by Amelia Toomey, D.V.M.,ADC-WI Board Member 



Such directives are counter to TSA’s own policy which 
states: “TSA does not conduct ethnic or religious profil-
ing, and employs multiple checks and balances to en-
sure profiling does not happen.”  
 
ADC Legal Director, Nawar Shora, stated, “An estimated 
700 million civilians are affected by these new direc-
tives, this includes US citizens and members of our Busi-
ness Community. Such a policy not only has a negative 
impact on civil liberties and business, but is not sound in 
its attempt at security and is counter to our American 
way of life.”  
 
President Obama’s recent address summed it up best, 
“We will not succumb to a siege mentality that sacrifices 
the open society and liberties and values that we cherish 
as Americans. Because great and proud nations don’t 
hunker down and hide behind walls of suspicion and mis-
trust. That is exactly what our adversaries want.” 
 
 

 

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) joined a coalition of more than 25 Civil and Hu-
man Rights organizations opposing the new Transpor-
tation Security Administration’s (TSA) screening stan-
dards issued on January 4, 2010.  
 
ADC and a broad coalition of organizations represent-
ing diverse backgrounds from across the country sent 
the Department of Homeland Security Secretary, Janet 
Napolitano, a letter addressing the concerns of the 
communities about the new TSA standards which al-
low for ethnic and national origin profiling. The letter 
clearly states profiling on the basis of ethnicity and na-
tional origin is an unreliable means of identifying crimi-
nal behavior. ADC is troubled as such directives will 
have negative ramifications on Arab-Americans, citi-
zens of the 14 countries, and all Americans who visit 
these countries.  
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